MINUTES
PUBLIC HEARING
February 24, 2009

Public present: Ezra Gruszynski, Jim Bublitz, Kenneth Boren, Michael Dama, Bill Keller, Vito
Congine Sr., Dave & Marie Tomaszewski (Peshtigo Times).

1)

2)

3)

4)

Call to Order: Pres. Deschane called the hearing to order at 7:00pm

Roll Call: Members present: President John Deschane Trustee Duane Swanson
Trustee Rich Porfilio Trustee Jo Di Volk
Trustee Janis Porfilio Trustee Shirley Keller

Trustee Kurt Kostuch

Also present: Frank Calvert, Attorney
Marilyn Padgett, Clerk/Treasurer

Pres. Deschane declared a quorum present for the hearing.

Adoption of Agenda: Motion by Trustee Janis Porfilio, seconded by Trustee Rich Porfilio, to
adopt the agenda as presented. Vote: Ayes: 4. Motion carried.

Public Input: Ordinance No. 2009-03: An Ordinance Regulating the Placement of Signs and
Billboards in the Village of Crivitz:

Ken Boren — River Road Riders: Ken expressed concern about the ability of the snowmobile
clubs to have directional signs on the trails. These signs are sponsored by various businesses
and contain advertising in addition to directional information. The board agreed to refer this
issue back to the Development Committee for consideration of a future amendment to
specifically allow these types of signs on recreational trails.

Ezra Gruszynski & Michael Dama: Expressed concern as to regulation of the number of signs
on a property, as both of their businesses run between Main and Henriette Ave. Atty Calvert
replied that there is no quantity limits and they can continue to advertise on both sides of their
property. Ezra indicated he is planning on making an adjoining parcel into a parking lot and
asked if he could place a sign on that lot. Atty Calvert replied that this would be considered an
off-premise sign and is not allowed. However, he could combine the parking lot parcel with the
main business parcel and then would be allowed to place a sign in the parking lot.

Pres. John Deschane explained that the intent of the ordinance amendment is to reduce the
current sign clutter in the village. Other board members agreed. One example given by Trustee
Rich Porfilio was that the American Dream Homes billboard actually blocks the view of his
business. The amended ordinance would prevent any more situations like that from occurring,
although existing signs would be allowed to remain in place.
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5)

Michael Dama: Was concerned about advertising vehicles being prohibited and asked if this
would apply to the Dama Heating & Plumbing work trucks. Atty Calvert explained that this
regulation should stay in place to keep flexibility in enforcement in situations where people
purposely park vehicles with advertising on them for the sole purpose of advertising. This is
what the ordinance is referring to. He said he doubted anyone would ever complain about the
Dama vehicles, as they are not there for the basic purpose of advertising. He explained that the
ordinance is trying to control the sign clutter, because when there are too many signs people
don’t even see them. The ordinance attempts to control the clutter, but in a manner that still
allows businesses to advertise.

Ezra Gruszyinski: Asked about signs with flashing lights and whether or not bank signs would
be prohibited. Atty Calvert explained that the bank signs that display the date, time,
temperature and other messages would still be allowed under the amended ordinance. Reader
board signs with actual flashing lights, or other signs with similar lights would not be allowed.

Pres. Deschane took a consensus of board members to see if the majority would want to vote on
adoption of the ordinance at the subsequent board meeting, or would prefer to send the issue
back to committee. 4 board members indicated they would like to vote on it at the meeting; 3
indicated they would like it to go back to committee.

It was noted that the issue of signs on recreational trails and the need to specify what length of
time would be considered “temporary” would be referred back to committee for discussion as
to future amendment of the ordinance.

Adjournment: Motion by Trustee Rich Porfilio, seconded by Trustee Volk, to adjourn the
hearing at 7:40 pm. Vote: Ayes: 6. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

John J. Deschane Marilyn L Padgett
President Clerk/Treasurer
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